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Honoring them

Plane Crash Ceremony
honors 75 victims
BY JOHN GIBB

THE PARTHENON
Time stood still on Marshall University’s campus
Monday as hundreds of sons
and daughters of Marshall
paid tribute and remembered those lost on Nov. 14,
1970 — the day of worst disaster in university history.
The Student Government
Association sponsored the
Plane Crash Ceremony, an
event that honors the 75
lives lost when an airliner
carrying the football team,
coaches, staff, fans and crew,
collided with a hill just shy
of the Tri-State Airport.
Ray Harrell Jr., student
body president, along with
Paul Williams, SGA chief
of staff, coordinated the
ceremony.
“There has been an outpouring of support from
many students on many different platforms and that is
outstanding,” Harrell said.
“After three months of
planning, it’s really humbling to see all those people

I lost everyone in
my small world.
The few remaining
players had a
decision to make,
and we decided to
stay here and work
hard in order to
keep the football
program here at
Marshall.”

PHOTOS BY MARCUS CONSTANTINO |
THE PARTHENON

TOP: Individual roses are laid around
the fountain in honor of each of
the 75 victims lost in the plane
crash on Nov. 14, 1970. ABOVE: Rick
Meckstroth, freshman linebacker
for the Herd in 1970, addressed the
crowd as the guest speaker for the
Plane Crash Ceremony. LEFT: William
“Red” Dawson sits in the crowd
during the Plane Crash Ceremony on
Monday. Dawson was the assistant
coach for the Herd during the time
of the tragedy. He was one of the
few members of the team who was
not on the plane, but instead on a
recruiting trip in Virginia.

> RICK MECKSTROTH
pay tribute to the 75 lives
lost,” Williams said.
The Marshall ROTC presented the colors. Marshall
Fife and Drum Corps and
Chorus played the National
Anthem and Dana W. Sutton,
Presbyterian campus minister, provided the invocation.
Mickey Jackson, member
See CEREMONY I Page 5

Red Cross Club hosts blood drive in honor of the plane crash victims
BY KELLY STARKEY
THE PARTHENON

Marshall University’s Red
Cross Club and Alpha Sigma
Phi and Delta Chi fraternities
hosted a blood drive in honor
of the Memorial Plane crash.
“We had the blood drive in
memory of the 75 people who
died in the plane crash 41
years ago,” said Brian Wong,
member of the Marshall

University Red Cross Club.
The goal of the blood drive
was 75 collections — one
for each person who passed
away in the plane crash.
“We did not meet our goal,
but I think it went all right
given how many blood drives
we have had this semester,”
Wong said.
Brittini Brooks, president of the Red Cross Club,
said they collected 43 blood

donations at the blood drive.
“It is important to donate
because you know that you
have helped other people by
donating blood and given
another chance of life to
someone who you may never
meet,” Wong said. “It is a
very kind thing to do for a
stranger, and you also help
make sure that, if someone
is in a health crisis at a hospital, then by donating, you

and that there are no diseases, and then it is sent to
wherever it is needed.
“The (number) of blood
drives on campus is a reminder of the constant
need for blood,” Wong said.
“Whether it is a competition
against WVU, or a chance to
win a hooded sweatshirt, or
to remember those have gone
before us, the need for blood
is constant.”

> follow us... ONLINE

> INSIDE
NEWS..................... 2,5
SPORTS..................... 3
OPINION................... 4
LIFE!........................ 6

have helped make sure that
there is blood available.”
Wong said being a regular blood donor ensures that
there will always be at least
a unit of blood somewhere
whether it is a hospital or
clinic for the patients that
need it.
Donations taken at the
blood drive go to a testing
laboratory for tests, such as
making sure the blood is safe
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Anyone who was unable
to donate at the blood drive
can go to the local Red Cross
located on 1111 Veterans Memorial Blvd. in Huntington.
Wong said he feels a great
sense of helpfulness when he
donates.
“I have donated a little over
1 gallon to date,” Wong said.
Brooks said she can’t
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“This tragedy is an
example of how
precious life truly is.”
>STEPHEN KOPP
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percent of “littles” formerly enrolled
in Big Brothers Big Sisters said their
“bigs” instilled values and principles
that have guided them through life.
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Computer science students place at Delegate to speak
Mid Central Regional competition to students today
BY MELODY FITZGERALD
THE PARTHENON

Marshall University participated in the 2011 Mid
Central Regional Association
for
Computing
Machinery
International
Collegiate
Programming
Competition on Nov. 5.
The competition was at
the University of Kentucky.
At the UK competition, a
total of 24 teams competed.
Marshall University placed
8th out of- 24 teams that
participated.
“It was a long day – we
met in Huntington at 6 a.m.
and did not return until after 10 p.m.,” said Paulus
Wahjudi, assistant professor of computer science.
“We are the team that traveled the farthest to the site
compared to other teams.”
Marshall had a total of
four teams that attended
the competition including:
Team Memory Leak, Team
Java Junkies, Team Javva

It is proof that the quality
of our students is up to par
with that of larger programs
and a testament that our
undergraduate program is just
as competitive.”
> PAULUS WAHJUDI
the Hutt and Team BPH.
Team Memory leak placed
8th and consisted of Duong
Thach, Dan Kissel and J.R.
Figler.
The only girl to represent
Marshall at the competition was Sarah Mercier,
senior computer science
major from Parkersburg,
W. Va.
“I think our team did
best handling a division
of tasks,” Mercier said.
“We would split up to read
problems from the set, individually or in pairs, sketch
out and walk through the algorithm, then the person or
group of people who knew

the problem the best would
program it. It seemed to
work out pretty well.”
The senior team, Memory
Leak, placed 8th; the junior
team, Java Junkies, placed
10th; the sophomore team,
BPH, placed 20th; and the
wild card team, Javva the
Hutt, placed 18th.
“I thought as a team we
could have done better with
our time management dealing with the coding of the
problems,” said Brandon
Posey, sophomore computer science major from
Scott Depot, W. Va. “I think
we needed to pseudo code
more before we jumped into

the actual coding process.
“I thought in comparison to the other schools at
the competition, Marshall
did very well. Most of the
other schools that attended,
practiced for three hours or
more a day while we practiced for two hours on the
weekends and our teams
still got 8th place in the
competition.”
Marshall plans to attend
the competition again next
year.
“We did better than teams
from universities that have
larger computer science
programs such as University of Kentucky, University
of Louisville and Northern
Kentucky University,” said
Wahjudi. “It is proof that
the quality of our students
is up to par with that larger
programs and a testament
that our undergraduate program is just as competitive.”
Melody Fitzgerald can be
contacted at fitzgerald19@
marshall.edu.

BY RACHEL FORD
THE PARTHENON

Alpha Kappa Psi, co-ed
business fraternity, and Pi
Sigma Alpha, national political science honor society
will be hosting a presentation by Delegate Doug
Reynolds Tuesday.
Reynolds is an entrepreneur and attorney who
graduated from West Virginia University and was
admitted to the West Virginia State Bar in 2002,
according to a press
release.
Reynolds serves on the
banking and insurance,
finance, interstate cooperation and natural resources
committees for the House
of Delegates, of which he
has been a member since
2006.
“We wanted to offer the
students at Marshall University the opportunity
to see how people get to
use the skills they learn

in college to benefit themselves and others later
in life,” said Paul Hershberger, president of Alpha
Kappa Psi. “Many students
do not like group work. The
topic chosen to speak on
will allow students to recognize that they may want
to enhance those collaboration skills while in college
in order to be prepared for
the post-grad experience.”
Reynolds
will
be
discussing the topic, “Collaboration, The Key to
Workplace Success.”
“Everyone going to college hopes to get a great job
after they graduate,” Hershberger said. “This event
not only allows you to enhance yourself by learning
the importance of collaboration, it also is a great
networking opportunity.”
The event will be at 7 p.m.
Tuesday in Corbly Hall 105.
Rachel Ford can be
contacted at ford80@marshall.edu.

Big Brothers Big, Sisters tree sale Marshall fraternities, sororities
approaching, volunteers needed aim to become more united
BY DWIGHT JORGE
THE PARTHENON

Christmas time is almost
here, which means the 31st Annual Big Brothers, Big Sisters of
the Tri-State Tree Sale is coming soon.
Opening day for the tree sale
is Saturday, Nov. 26. All trees
are freshly cut and are shipped
to the Huntington area from
plantations in Virginia and
Michigan.
The trees available at the tree
drive will include White Pine,
Scotch Pine and Fraser Fir varieties. Decorative wreaths will
also be available. Trees prices
range from $35 to $120.
Trees can be purchased from
three area lots. In Huntington,
tree lots will be at two locations: BB&T Bank located at
Sixth Avenue and First Street
and Eastern Heights Shopping
Center on Route 60. In Ashland,
there will be a lot at the Ashland Tennis Center located at
13th Street and Oakview Road.
These lots will be open
noon through 9 p.m. Monday
through Friday and 9 a.m.
through 9 p.m. on Saturday and
Sunday.
“More than 600 volunteers
from clubs, organizations and
businesses are assisting with

the sale, and all proceeds will
benefit Big Brothers Big Sisters of the Tri-State,” said Patti
Price, executive director of Big
Brothers Big Sisters.
In particular, the proceeds
will benefit the at-risk children
in the program and children
between the ages 6 and 14.
The mission statement according to the organization’s
website is “to provide guidance
and companionship to youth
through a one-to-one relationship with a caring volunteer to
assist them in achieving their
highest potential.”
Volunteer teams also needed
to help sell trees for three-hour
shifts.
RaShawna Smalley, schoolbased mentoring program
coordinator for the organization and Marshall graduate
with a degree in criminal justice,
said the duties of the volunteer
positions available are helping customers find a tree,
performing transactions and
helping customers load the
tree into their cars.
For additional information
call 304-522-2191, 606-329-8799
or visit their website at www.
bbbstristate.org.
Dwight Jorge can be contacted at jorge@marshall.
edu.

BY RACHEL FORD
THE PARTHENON

Fraternities and sororities on
Marshall University’s campus
are aiming to become more
unified.
There are 12 fraternities and
six sororities on campus. There
is also one colony, an organization that has not been chartered
by its national chapter on campus yet.
“We have a set of shared
values and goals that are foundational,” said Jonathan James,
fraternity and sorority life adviser. “The values are put forth
in our sacred rituals of initiation
and are similar to one another.”
Fraternities and sororities
on campus follow six pillars of
character: Friendship, scholarship, leadership, service, social
and advancement of life. The
six pillars are the foundation
that create bonds allowing organizations to become more
unified, James said.
The purpose of the pillars of
character is to have members
of fraternities and sororities
see the bigger picture of what it
means to be a member of their
organization.
There
are
three

I believe in strength in
numbers, So the more students
who are unified can help
each other out and can help
promote our values.”
> ANDY HERMANSDORFER
councils who are in charge of
the organizations.
The Interfraternity council
has nine fraternity chapters
and one colony.
The National Pen-Hellenic
Council hosts African American groups that meet within
their own governing council,
according to James.
NPHC organizations are not
separated by gender, and both
fraternities and sororities are
found in the council.
The National Panhellenic
Council hosts the sororities on
campus.
“A lot of our students and
the student affairs office understand the benefits of having
a unified Greek system,” said
Andy Hermansdorfer, director of student activities. “The
key to that is to get students to
converse with each other and
come to the realization that
they share more things than

differences.”
Programs are being created
to help unify the organizations.
One step toward unification
was the Greek Unity Carnival
on the Memorial Student Center plaza during the first week
of the semester.
“I believe in strength in
numbers,” Hermansdorfer
said. “So the more students
who are unified can help each
other out and can help promote our values.”
Hermansdorfer said he also
thinks getting alumni from
different campus fraternities
and sororities involved would
help unify the Greek organizations on campus.
A class has been created for
members of fraternities and
sororities called “Values Based
Leadership.” The class is open
to any member of a Greek organization at Marshall. There
are currently 30 students in the

class, representing most of the
fraternities and sororities on
campus.
“We have seen positive
growth and development that
have come from these individuals coming together,” James
said.
With events like Greek Week,
James said there is a need to determine a line between healthy
and unhealthy competition.
“There is something about
intramural athletics that draw
students to fraternity and sorority life,” James said. “This
year, we incorporated a community service fundraising
effort.”
Students raised money for
their national philanthropy
during Greek Week last spring,
and that helped with unifying
organizations, James said.
“In an essence, that is a very
healthy competition,” James
said. “They are doing something for the greater good of
humanity.”
Fraternity and sorority organizations earned more
than $16,000 during the community service event for their
philanthropies.
Rachel Ford can be contacted
at ford80@live.marshall.edu.
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welcomes applications for spring 2012 editors

Available positions:

Executive Editor
Managing Editor
News Editor
Life! Editor
Sports Editor
Photo Editor
Digital Editor
Copy Editor
Assignment Editor
Photographer or Columnist
Application deadline is Friday, Nov. 18 at 4 p.m.

Applications are available in The Parthenon newsroom, Communications Building 109.
For more information, contact Sandy York at 304-696-2273 or sandy.york@marshall.edu.

The Parthenon is an Affirmative Action Equal Opportunity Employer and welcomes diversity.

WMUL-FM 88.1 is seeking
applications for spring 2012
Positions include:
• News director
• Sports director
• Music director
• Production director
• Promotions director
• Continuity director

• Online director
• Traffic director
• Training coordinator
• Programming coordinator
• Automation coordinator

Deadline to apply is Nov. 18.
Interviews Nov. 28 - Dec. 2.

For job descriptions and applications contact
Leannda Carey at 304-696-2295 or carey33@marshall.edu.
Applications can be obtained in the WMUL-FM
staff room - Second Floor, Communications Building.
WMUL is an Equal Opportunity Student Activity.
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FOOTBALL
STANDINGS
EAST DIVISION
Southern Miss
East Carolina
Marshall
UCF
Memphis
UAB

        C-USA          Overall
W
L
W
5
1
9
3
3
4
3
3
4
2
4
4
2
5
2
1
5
2

L
1
6
6
6
8
8

WEST DIVISION
Houston
Tulsa
SMU
UTEP
Rice
Tulane

        C-USA          Overall
W
L
W
6
0
10
6
0
7
4
2
6
2
4
5
2
4
3
1
6
2

L
0
3
4
5
7
9

3
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Herd men’s hoops lead by three seniors
BY ADAM ROGERS
THE PARTHENON

Marshall men’s basketball
kicked off its 2011-12 season
Friday with a 67-49 win over
Alabama State. The Herd followed with a 58-44 victory
Sunday against Jacksonville
State.
Three senior leaders, who
are hoping to bring the program back to greatness, are
headlining this year’s Thundering Herd team.
Those seniors are forward Dago Pena and guards
Damier Pitts and Shaquille
Johnson.
Marshall head coach Tom
Herrion said Pena, Pitts and
Johnson are the base of the
Herd program.
“They are the core, foundation and face of our program,”
Herrion said. “They’ve been
for a long time and played
a lot of minutes throughout
their careers, both for Donnie
(Jones) and myself.

“These three seniors are
clearly the guys I’ve put a
lot of onus on, in terms of
leading the way, and I think
they’ve done a good job to
this point.”
Johnson, a Jacksonville,
Fla. native, looks at his fellow
seniors as family and said
he wants to bring the Marshall hoops program to new
heights.
“They’re my brothers and
I’m happy we came here
together,”
Johnson said.
“Damier and Dago are leaders on and off the court and
they work hard. We’re trying
to leave here with a name
and do some things here that
haven’t been done in a while.”
Pitts, a Charlotte, N.C. native, said he wants to finish
his senior season strong.
“Hopefully it’s a big year
for us and I’d love to hang a
banner up there (inside the
Cam Henderson Center),”
Pitts said.
Pena, native of Santo

Domingo in the Dominican
Republic, said he also wants
to be sent off in style and said
it all started with offseason
conditioning.
“I worked out really hard
this summer, defensive workouts and staying in shape
running, on the beach and
track,” Pena said. “I’m in the
best shape so far I’ve ever
been in my life.”
Pitts said the end of the
season goal is an NCAA tournament bid.
“I want to make that NCAA
tournament, I’m not going to
lie,” Pitts said. “I want to go
to the tournament because I
haven’t been to the tournament in my four years.
“I feel like we can still have
a successful season if we
don’t make it there, but I feel
like that will put a cap on it.”
Pena, Pitts, Johnson and
the rest of the Marshall
men’s basketball team will
continue the 2011-12 season
at 7 p.m. Saturday against

MARCUS CONSTANTINO|THE PARTHENON

Seniors Pena, Pitts and Johnson pose with Head Coach Tom Herrion at media day for the season. The three
seniors are looking to improve on a 22-win season last year.
Northwestern State, who is
1-1 on the season. The Demons went 18-14 last season

before falling in the Southland Conference Tournament
to Texas-San Antonio.

Adam Rogers can be
contacted at rogers112@
marshall.edu.

Patriots’ Rob Ninkovich, 49ers’ With Price’s status uncertain,
David Akers get career upgrades Montana waits in wings for Huskies
BY SAM FARMER

LOS ANGELES TIMES (MCT)
They are the NFL castoffs,
the rejects, the expendables
tossed aside by teams that
viewed them as too old, too
expensive, not good enough,
whatever.
And now those players are

counting their blessings —
and their victories.
New
England’s
Rob
Ninkovich
is
someone
who knows the feeling. He
wanted to play linebacker in
New Orleans, but couldn’t
even make the roster as a
long snapper. The Saints
showed him the door.

NHAT V. MEYER|SAN JOSE MERCURY NEWS/MCT

San Francisco 49ers’ David Akers celebrates his field goal against the
New York Giants. The 49ers defeated the New York Giants 27-20 on
Sunday.

Before that, Miami didn’t
want him. Ninkovich finally
landed with the Patriots, for
whom he has established
himself as a reliable outside
linebacker capable of having a big game.
Ninkovich had one of
those Sunday night, picking
off a pair of Mark Sanchez
passes — one returned for
a touchdown — in a 37-16
victory against the New
York Jets that established
the pecking order in the
AFC East. It was the second
two-interception game of
Ninkovich’s career, the first
coming last season against
the Dolphins.
“He stepped up big for
us,” nose tackle Vince Wilfork said. “Just knowing the
right situation, and he was
there. That was his job. He
knew where he had to be.
That’s just playing good situational football.”
In describing his opportunity with the Patriots,
Ninkovich last season called
it “my chance to show people that I’m deserving of
being on a team and playing
on a team — that I could actually go out there and have
a positive impact, and not
just be a long snapper.”
Ninkovich is but one of
See AKERS I Page 5

BY BOB CONDOTTA

THE SEATTLE TIMES (MCT)
SEATTLE—Suddenly, the
questions about Washington’s play the last two games
are trumped by a larger uncertainty heading into this
week: Will Keith Price be
able to play Saturday at Oregon State?
And that leads to a second
question: Will Nick Montana get his first start?
Huskies
coach
Steve
Sarkisian said at his weekly
news conference Monday
that the sophomore quarterback — who has battled
knee, ankle and shoulder
injuries all season — would
skip Monday’s practice to
have an MRI on his left knee.
The knee swelled more
than expected after Price
again suffered a sprain
when he was sacked in the
third quarter of Saturday’s
40-17 loss at USC.
“Really after the sack in
the pileup he got twisted
up pretty good, so there is
some swelling there,” Sarkisian said. “We don’t think
it’s significant from a longterm standpoint but we
want to make sure of that
and then we need to monitor the swelling in the knee.
It’s a lot more swollen than
it has been.”

Even if the MRI reveals no
significant damage, Sarkisian couldn’t guarantee that
Price would play.
“I’ll monitor him and I
need to see where he is at,”
he said.
If Price cannot play,
Montana — the redshirtfreshman son of
Pro
Football Hall of Famer Joe
Montana — would get his
first start.
“We will prepare ourselves for Nick Montana to
make his first start Saturday, and if things change,
then things change,” Sarkisian said. “But I think you
have to prepare for that so
that we don’t get caught off
guard late in the week.”
Price threw 21 touchdown
passes in the first six games.
But he has thrown only four
since and was held without
one against USC for the first
time all year. He also has
been hit mercilessly of late,
with the Huskies allowing 13
sacks in the past two games.
Price suffered injuries to
both knees Saturday as he
was sacked four times and
completed 12 of 16 passes
for 125 yards before being
replaced by Montana, who
was 9 for 15 for 73 yards in
the most significant playing
time of his career. That included his first touchdown

pass, a 20-yarder to Kasen
Williams with 13 seconds
left.
For the season, Montana
is 13 of 20 for 147 yards, one
touchdown and one interception after Price beat him
out last spring for the starting quarterback job.
Sarkisian said the recent
experience has given him
added confidence that the
6-foot-3, 203-pound Montana can perform well if
needed Saturday.
“Every opportunity he’s
gone in he’s gotten better,”
Sarkisian said. “I thought he
did some nice things there
late in the game against SC
as he got into the flow of
the game. To Nick’s credit
I think the last month, the
last three weeks really have
been his best days of practice. He’s really gone out
and practiced efficiently,
he’s played fast, he’s been
decisive.”
Price, who remains tied
for 10th in the nation in
touchdown
passes
and
See HUSKIES I Page 5

whose 155.1 efficiency rating is on track to be the
best in school history, said
after Saturday’s game he expected to be able to play this
week.

Players reject offer; Stern warns of ‘nuclear winter’ of NBA
BY ALAN HAHN
NEWSDAY (MCT)

NEW YORK—NBA players rejected the league’s
latest proposal for a new
collective-bargaining agreement Monday and began the
process of disbanding as a
union.
Dissolving
the
union
means the players will give
up their rights to collectively
bargain under labor law and
instead will transform from
a union to a trade association. The players then would
be able to file an antitrust
lawsuit against the owners
for damages in an effort to
force an end to the lockout,
which enters its 138th day
Tuesday.
“We’ve arrived at the
conclusion that the collective-bargaining process has
completely broken down,”
union executive director
Billy Hunter said. Hunter

made his comments after
the union met with its executive committee and 30 team
player representatives —
plus several other players,
including the Knicks’ Carmelo Anthony and Chauncey
Billups — at a Manhattan hotel to review the NBA’s latest
proposal.
The decision heightens
concerns that the 2011-12
season could be lost. Commissioner
David
Stern
blasted the move by the
union’s
leadership
during an interview on ESPN’s
“SportsCenter.”
“We’re about to go into the
nuclear winter of the NBA,”
Stern said.
The league has offered
the players a 50-50 split of
league revenue with a soft
salary cap that includes
steeper restrictions on luxury taxpaying teams than
in the previous deal. The
latest proposal, which had

revisions from a previous
proposal, was delivered to
the players Thursday night.
Stern had told the union
that if the deal was not
accepted, the owners’ negotiating stance would reset to
their original platform of a
hard cap, a revenue split of
53-47 in favor of the owners
and a rollback on current
contracts.
“The players feel that they
are not prepared to accept
any ultimatums and that it is
extremely unfair on the part
of the NBA ownership to
give an ultimatum that they
had to accept their proposal
or a rollback to 47 percent,”
Hunter said. “We have negotiated in good faith for two
years and have done everything that anybody could
expect, particularly when
you look at the givebacks and
concessions. The players just
felt they have given enough.”
Hunter said the players

page designed and edited by JAKE SNYDER | snyder100@marshall.edu

now will be represented by
the union’s outside counsel, Jeffrey Kessler, who
spearheaded the NFLPA’s
antitrust battle with the NFL
last spring, and high-profile
attorney David Boies, who
coincidentally represented
the NFL in Tom Brady’s antitrust suit against the league.
Neither Boies nor Kessler
would say when — or even
if — an antitrust lawsuit
will be filed against the NBA
owners.
“We’re going to go back
and talk about what the right
approach is,” Boies said.
“Maybe it’s filing a lawsuit,
maybe it’s not filing a lawsuit. We have to figure out
what the lawsuit would say,
if there is going to be a lawsuit. So there’s a lot that has
to be decided.”
The NFLPA’s decertification effort failed after an
See LOCKOUT I Page 5
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Where has Thanksgiving gone?
BY CAYTLIN HENTZEL

IOWA STATE DAILY, IOWA
STATE U. VIA UWIRE
Halloween is over
and done with, and now
we’re on to the next
great holiday on the list:
Thanksgiving, or so we
thought.
Walking into WalMart over the weekend I
wasn’t surprised to see
the special aisles strictly
dedicated to glittered
Christmas ornaments,
a plethora of wrapping
paper and tape. What did
surprise me was to see
how soon these ornaments
popped up in the aisles.
Where are the giant blow
up turkeys and fall leaves
and recipes for stuffing?
The store was missing
even door decorations
saying “Happy Thanksgiving.” Trust me, I scoured
the shelves.
Has society now slipped
into giving the power to
companies to dictate what
we choose to celebrate
based on what we can put
in jars, on our house or
wear around? Are we giving in to the idea that if you
can’t grab it off a shelf and
put into a cart then that
holiday isn’t as important?
Candy aisles dominate
grocery stores around
Halloween, Christmas
decorations, themed dish
cloths are strewn about,
and even clothing at certain
stores are more centered
around traditional color
schemes of reds and
greens.
Whatever happened to
the good old days where
we were allowed to show
up for lunch in sweatpants,
eat our weight in food, pass
out in a turkey coma and
wake up in time to watch
football? Is it now just expected that we just move
on to Christmas, instead
of celebrating a day to be
thankful for what is around
us.
From a revenue standpoint I can understand why
the companies would push
Christmas, it is the time
of the year where billions
of dollars are made in a
span of a couple weeks.
Black Friday, which is the
day after Thanksgiving,

has turned into more of a
pre-Christmas boost. Who
knows, it might become a
corporate holiday.
We all hear about the
materialism that surrounds holidays, weeks
before Black Friday, on the
radio, on the news shows
in the morning, and from
funny YouTube videos
with people acting very
much in an animalistic
way. It is almost similar
to how a lion will fight another animal for a chance
at the water hole. Apparently we need those shoes
to survive, and we will
go down trying. Tips are
shared on how to maximize your experience in
the stores, and walk away
satisfied.
Pre-Christmas sales
in 2010 were $584.3 billion. Last year it was
reported by the National
Retail Federation that on
Black Friday the average
consumer spent $365.34
with 212 million shoppers
visiting both a physical
and an online store. Just
start crunching those
large numbers, they not
only boggle our minds,
but make any CEO proud.
Yet the holidays should be
more about what the day
represents, not what we
can make from it.
Sure the lights are
pretty, and Santa usually
does eat those cookies
and milk. Just don’t forget
to spend that day in November jumping in leaves,
and cheering on your
favorite team and watch
the Macy’s Thanksgiving
Day Parade. Show up in
stretchy pants, cover every
conceivable countertop
with a platter, a gravy
dish and a pie pan. The
day after go shop until you
literally drop by choice,
or rush that crazy person
to an Xbox. Then and
only then go to the basement, dust off that box of
Christmas lights, string
them up and listen to the
Christmas classics. Have
fun, just remember to
take the time to buy what
you want, but also be sure
to remember that each
holiday is important. It
deserves more than just
one aisle.

“Youth is the opportunity to do something
and to become somebody.”
> THEODORE T. MUNGER,
AMERICAN THEOLOGIST
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Marshall University remembers

At 7:35 p.m. Nov. 14, 1970, Southern Airways
F light 932 lost contact with air traffic control,
just off of the airport runway.
Aboard F light 932 were 37 members of the
Marshall University Thundering Herd football
team, 25 boosters, eight coaches, one charter
employee and four members of the flight crew.
It was a total of 75 passengers eager to get home
after a 17-14 loss to the East Carolina Pirates in
Greenville, N.C. It was the only flight the team
was scheduled to take the entire season.
The evening was dark, rainy and foggy. The
airliner was on its final approach to the landing
strip when it collided with hillside treetops.
Forty-one years later, Marshall University
students, alumni, professors, staff and community members gathered together in the center
of Marshall’s campus to pay tribute to those
who lost their lives in the 1970 plane crash.
During the annual ceremony the memorial
fountain, located in the center of the student
plaza, was turned off in preparation for the
cold weather.
Shutting off the fountain is a heartwar ming
tradition that involves memorable speakers and
the laying of white roses in
honor of the 75 lives lost in the crash. Speak er s th i s yea r i n c l u d ed n ew l y i n a u gurated

In the middle of Huntington, W.Va.
there is a river. Next to this river there
is a steel mill. And next to the steel mill
there is a school. In the middle of the
school, there is a fountain. Each year
on the exact same day, at the exact
same hour, the water to this fountain
is turned off. This fountain honors the
lives of 75 people were lost in the worst
single air tragedy in NCAA sports
history. Among the losses were nearly
the entire Marshall University football
team, coaches, flight crew, numerous
fans, and supporters. And in this
moment once every year, throughout
the town, throughout the school, time
stands still.”

> WE ARE MARSHALL
gover nor, Earl Ray Tomblin and Rick Meckstroth, freshman member of the team in 1970
(freshman were not per mitted to play in games
in 1970).
With each memorial service, Marshall can
fulfill the inscription on the fountain and ensure that “They shall live on in the hearts of
their families and friends forever, and this memorial records their loss to the univer sity and
the community.”

COLUMN

Democracy’s birthplace becoming its grave site
BY ERIC MURPHY

MINNESOTA DAILY, U.
MINNESOTA VIA UWIRE
Late last week, Greece
got a new prime minister. Lucas Papademos,
a for mer vice president
of the European Central
Bank, was appointed to
lead a unity government
that will force through
austerity measures demanded by those bailing
Greece out.
In other words, a
countr y whose citizens
have already been violently resisting austerity
measures and Europe’s
perceived infringement on their national
sovereignty now has
appointed an unelected
banker to implement
even harsher austerity
at Europe’s bidding. It
seems destined to end
poorly.
Papademos essentially
got the job because the
markets demanded it.
Greece’s previous prime
minister, George Papandreou, was forced out
after he decided to put
the most recent European
bailout deal — which
included austerity measures — to a referendum.
Europe couldn’t accept
its extremely unpopular
demands being subject
to a vote and pushed
for Papademos to take
over. Papandreou’s ousting and Papademos’s
appointment were
both undemocratic.
Papademos does not represent the Greek people,
who are overwhelmingly
against more austerity;
instead, he represents
Greece’s creditors and the
international markets.
Papademos is also
being billed as a nonpar tisan “technocrat”
who has no agenda other
than fixing the Greek
economy. This is misleading: Papademos is

actually a free-market
ideologue disguised as
a technocrat operating
“above” the political
process. The austerity
measures that he will
be responsible for pushing through the Greek
parliament are not an
inevitable necessity,
they are an ideological
choice.
Other options available to Greece to solve
their debt problem
include stimulating
growth by increasing
— not decreasing — gover nment spending. The
problem with slashing
gover nment spending
is that it can cause the
economy to stall and
shrink, which would
reduce gover nment tax
revenue and exacerbate
the debt and deficit
problem instead of solving it.
Indeed, an economic
repor t released by the
United Nations in September war ned of the
risk of global austerity damaging the world
economy. The repor t
said, “Those who suppor t fiscal tightening
argue that it is indispensable for restoring
the confidence of financial markets, which is
perceived as key to economic recover y. This is
despite the almost universal recognition that
the crisis was the result
of financial market failure in the first place.”
The fact that austerity
is an ideological choice
rather than a necessity
is made even clearer
when one notices that
many of the austerity
measures have nothing to do with solving
Greece’s debt problem.
Selling of f large chunks
of the public sector at
below market value
and laying of f public
workers are counter productive: Greece will lose
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the long-ter m value of
state assets, and layof fs
will hur t its economy,
possibly making its debt
problem even worse.
Lucas Papademos is
not a mere technocrat,
he is a free-market ideologue representing the
interests of those bailing Greece out rather
than the Greek people.
And the same thing is
happening in Italy. After
passing a new round of
austerity, Silvio Burlesconi resigned as prime
minister, to be replaced
early this week presumably by Mario Monti.
Monti is also being
labeled as a “technocrat” despite his similar
steadfast commitment
to austerity and slashing
the public sector.
Like Papademos,
Monti will be unelected.
Like Papademos, Monti
has been a member of
the European “troika”
of institutions tr ying
to keep Europe afloat
— the European Central Bank, the European
Commission and the
Inter national Monetar y Fund. In Monti’s
case, he was the head
of the European Commission. He is also the
European chair man of
a think tank called the
Trilateral Commission,
which once criticized the
United States and other
countries for having “an
excess of democracy.”
Both Monti and Papademos are respected
economists, and they
seem to have some good
will that comes mainly
from not being politicians. They will likely
get a honeymoon period, and the passage of
austerity packages will
be significantly easier.
They have taken power
to give a sense of certainty and confidence
to European markets,
but in the end their

appointments may do
just the opposite.
The people of Italy
and Greece are likely
to resent that neither
leader was elected to his
position. The austerity
measures each will be
responsible for passing,
besides being extremely
unpopular and causing
more violent protests,
will har m each countr y’s economy. This
combination will likely
make each countr y more
politically and economically unstable. The move
to restore confidence
and cer tainty will have
backfired.
The crisis scenario
and façade of nonpar tisanship will allow each
to make the case that
he is simply doing what
is “necessar y” when in
fact each will be making
deliberate ideological choices against the
interests of the Greek
and Italian people but
in the interest of their
creditors.
In Greece and Italy,
the power of markets
has tr umped the power
of democracy. By appointing these leaders,
the decision-making
power has been taken
out of the hands of the
people and put into the
hands of what amount
almost to dictators.
Democracy and its
institutions are supposed to balance market
forces, not succumb to
them. By appointing
Papademos and presumably appointing Monti,
Europe has decided to
take an antidemocratic
approach to solving
its problems. The U.S.
should lear n a lesson
by obser ving this process as it plays out: We
should remember that
our democratic values
and institutions should
tr ump market forces,
even in times of crisis.
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BLOOD DRIVE

Continued from Page 1
Brooks said she can’t donate due to her health, but she
said that is why she volunteers her time.
Members of both fraternities assisted with the blood
drive by helping with sign ups
and showing donors where
to go in the student center to
donate.
“I think it is important to
donate blood because you
can help save lives,” Kristofer
Knotts, member of Alpha
Sigma Phi, said. “I have
known of a situation with a
family member that had to
have blood given to them, but
if it hadn’t been for whoever
donated they could have died
due to blood loss.”
Kelly Starkey can be
contacted at starkey27@
marshall.edu.
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Marshall University President Stephen Kopp speaks at the Plane Crash
Ceremony on Monday, held in honor of each of the 75 victims lost in the
plane crash on Nov. 14, 1970.

CEREMONY

Continued from Page 1
of the 1970 coaching staff and
current president of Marshall’s alumni association,
was also in attendance.
“The significance of this
event has made a mark on
the community, school and
nation,” Jackson said. “I
am deeply committed to the
promise of never forgetting
the 75 lives lost 41 years ago.”
Doc Holliday became the
29th head football coach in
December 2009 and is considered to be one of the top
recruiters in the nation.
“This is what Marshall
football is all about,” Holliday
said. “There are bigger programs with bigger stadiums
and bigger budgets, but there
is no better and more important program than the one we
have here at Marshall.”
Mike Hamrick, Marshall’s

AKERS

Continued from Page 3
many recycled players who
have proved this season that
they still have a lot to contribute. Among the others:
Kicker David Akers, San
Francisco — A five-time Pro
Bowl kicker, Akers was released by Philadelphia after
last season and the Eagles
decided to go with a rookie. It
was a blow to his ego, sure, but

LOCKOUT

Continued from Page 3
appeals court ruled that the
NFL was within its rights
to lock out the players. The
sides eventually reached a
settlement on a CBA in time
to save the NFL season without any loss of games. Boies
said the NBA players won’t
seek an injunction, as the
NFL players did, but he instead might recommend an
antitrust suit seeking treble
damages.
The hope of the players
is that these lawsuits will
never see the courtroom

HUSKIES

Continued from Page 3
But he also acknowledged
that injuries were taking a toll.
“It’s definitely holding me

KUTCHER

Continued from Page 6
celebrity using Twitter to
express views and opinions on the situations
occurring.
New England Patriots
wide receiver Chad Ochocinco stayed clear from
negative attention when
asked about JoePa by
tweeting he felt the same

current athletic director,
was 13 when the tragedy occurred and later represented
Marshall as a student athlete
himself.
“Marshall and its athletic
department is where it’s at today because of the many who
gave the ultimate sacrifice —
their lives,” Hamrick said.
“As difficult as these wounds
are, they are the core and
foundation that continue to
make this university as great
as it is today.”
Hamrick said the university
is doing great under the excellent leadership of Stephen J.
Kopp, current president of
Marshall, who has served his
role for the past seven years.
“Today, we are here to remember the lives perished 41
years ago and to pay respect
to them,” Kopp said. “This
tragedy is an example of how
precious life truly is.”
Kopp read a statement
from Joe Manchin III, U.S.

senator and former governor
of West Virginia.
“Every school has spirit but
Marshall is different,” Manchin said. “Everyone needs to
realize where Marshall came
from…ashes to glory.”
Earl Ray Tomblin became
the 35th governor of West Virginia over the weekend and
was in attendance as well.
Tomblin was a freshman
at West Virginia University
when the disaster occurred.
“I was studying in my
dorm room when I heard
about the tragedy over the
radio — I felt a sense of helplessness and loss,” Tomblin
said. “The white roses that
will be placed on the fountain today are a symbol of
purity and innocence and
accurately represents the
young Thundering Herd.”
Hamrick introduced guest
speaker, Rick Meckstroth,
freshman linebacker for the
Herd in 1970.

“Even though Rick is not
nationally recognized, this
guy was instrumental in the
rebuilding of the football program,” Hamrick said. “This
guy watched his team leave
on a bus heading to the TriState Airport and never saw
them come back.”
Meckstroth said this ceremony gives him a chance
to reflect back on his years
at Marshall and the team of
which he was so grateful to be
a part.
“As tragic as the event was,
I believe that over time, these
impacts have turned into
positive testimonials,” Meckstroth said.
Meckstroth said his first
visit to Marshall was in January 1970. After getting out of
his car, Meckstroth said he
sat down with Rick Tolley,
1970 head football coach, who
wanted him to play football
for Marshall. Tolley wanted
Meckstroth to immediately

sign a letter of intent but
Meckstroth wanted to see
want Marshall was all about
first.
In March 1970, Meckstroth
signed the letter of intent and
on Aug. 1, 1970, he began practicing with the Herd.
“Our
team
quickly
bonded,” Meckstroth said.
“We cheered for each other
and grew together as a
team.”
Meckstroth said he saw his
team leave but never saw his
team return. Meckstroth was
a freshman at the time and
all freshmen were ineligible
to play according to NCAA
rules.
“I lost everyone that was in
my small world,” Meckstroth
said. “The few remaining
players had a decision to
make, and we decided to stay
here and work hard in order
to keep the football program
here at Marshall.”
Meckstroth said the next

three years were rough and
out of 23 games, only eight
were won.
Meckstroth said there has
been a huge transition at
Marshall from the new infrastructure to new career
paths.
“I believe Dr. Kopp is
doing an outstanding job —
the campus is beautiful and
the people are so nice here,”
Meckstroth said. “I hope everything is a good for you as
it was for me.”
At the base of the fountain
it reads, “They shall live on
in the hearts of their families
and friends forever, and this
memorial records their loss
to the university and to the
community.”
The Memorial Fountain
was shut off during the ceremony and will be switched
back on in the spring when
the weather breaks.
John Gibb can be contacted
at gibb@marshall.edu.

Akers also has a realistic view
of the business of football.
“People say, ‘Oh, you’ve
got job security,’” he said this
summer. “But even the best
job in the NFL, it’s a one-year
deal for everybody.”
So far, the left-footed Akers
is making the most of his move
to the Left Coast — on top of
not being in Philadelphia for
the Eagles’ implosion. He’s
made all five of his attempts
from 50 yards or longer this

season, and has made 15 field
goals in a row. The 49ers are
8-1 and in first place by a wide
margin in the NFC West, and
Akers is on pace for 162 points
this season. That would obliterate the team record of 138
set by Jerry Rice in 1987.
Receiver Laurent Robinson,
Dallas — Robinson didn’t last
too long with Atlanta or St.
Louis, but he could carve out
a nice career with the Cowboys if he keeps playing the

way he has. Over the past
month, he has emerged as
one of Tony Romo’s favorite targets, catching 27 of 36
passes thrown his way for 441
yards and four touchdowns —
two of those coming Sunday
against Buffalo. So far, he’s
quite an upgrade from the far
more expensive Roy Williams.
“I really love playing here,”
Robinson told reporters Sunday. “I love everything about
Dallas and wearing the star.”

Cornerback Tim Jennings,
Chicago — When Indianapolis
played Chicago in the Super
Bowl, Jennings was on the
Colts’ sideline. That team let
him walk in the spring of 2010,
though, and the Bears picked
him up. Since then, Jennings
has played surprisingly well,
starting opposite Charles Tillman and proving that at 5 feet
8, 185 pounds, he can be just

as physical as bigger corners.
Through nine games, Jennings has 45 tackles — six
off his career high — and he
picked off a pass Sunday in a
37-13 rout of Detroit, one of
the Bears’ four interceptions
(by four players) in that game.
There’s one statistic that
should matter most to Jennings: His new team is 6-3.
His old one is 0-10.

but instead will motivate
the owners to consider a
settlement with the players
to allow the business of pro
basketball to resume.
“The collective-bargaining process will not be the
way that, as players, this
process continues for us,”
union
president
Derek
Fisher said. “We will allow
our legal team to really lead
the charge, and hopefully at
some point assist us in getting a deal done that is fair
to our entire body.”
In a statement, Stern accused Kessler, one of his
fiercest rivals in collective
bargaining, of plotting this

move since February 2010,
which is why the NBA filed
a federal lawsuit in August
as a pre-emptive strike. In
that lawsuit, the league asserted that the lockout does
not violate federal antitrust
laws. The lawsuit also asks
the court to agree that if a
decertification move by the
union is found to be lawful,
all existing player contracts
would become void and
unenforceable.
According to a person
with knowledge of the situation, this won’t be a matter
of legal contemplation until
the players file an antitrust
lawsuit against the owners.

But of more immediate
concern is the fate of the
NBA season. Stern told the
players that if the current
proposal were accepted,
the league would open a 72game season Dec. 15. Stern
maintains that the league
would need 30 days to begin a season, which leaves
little time to await a drawnout legal battle and still
have some semblance of a
season.
“There will ultimately be
a new collective-bargaining agreement,” Stern said
in the statement. “But the
2011-12 season is now in
jeopardy.”

down a little bit,” he said.
The Huskies are trying to
snap their first two-game losing streak of the year, having
lost three of four overall.
All have come against the

three Pac-12 teams ranked in
the Top 25 this week—Stanford, Oregon and USC.
Sarkisian wasn’t happy
with his team’s ability to answer when things went awry.

“We haven’t responded
in recent weeks,” he said.
“This is gut-check time;
we’re going to find out if
we’re a resilient group or
not.”

way his followers felt
about the situation.
Ochocinco also tweeted
a response to Kutcher and
said, “Good luck fending
off all the people you’ve
upset with YOUR opinion
boss.”
Penn State student Anna
Barclay said people tweeting have the ability to
reach a large audience,
and they need to be sure
they know what they’re

talking about.
“I think it’s ridiculous
and irresponsible to use
social media as a way to
give their opinions,” Barclay
(senior-accounting
and finance) said. “The
truth gets misconstrued.”
Some students are frustrated with the way the
media is focusing on certain aspects of the case,
especially on social media
sites like Twitter where

at one point, four of the
worldwide trending topics
dealt with Penn State.
“If we can get media attention away from Paterno
and back to Sandusky,
then that’s good,” Jonny
D’Amico (sophomore-communications) said. “I think
they can find a way to talk
about it somewhere other
than Twitter where you
only have 140 characters
to explain something.”
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Heritage Station offers locally made products
BY BRITTINI BROOKS
THE PARTHENON

Formerly Huntington’s B &
O Railroad Station, Heritage
Station is now home to many
shops stocked with American-made products by West
Virginia artists.
The many stores at Heritage Station include: Made in
Appalachia gallery, Common
Ground Shoppes, Jameson
Cigar
Co.,
Watercolor
Dreams Gallery, Essential’s
Gift and the Red Caboose.
Made in Appalachia is a
store where MiAppa artists
can display and sell their
work. MiAppa is a group that
helps West Virginia artisans
to grow and promote their
businesses.
Kari Newman, glass bead
artist, is one of the MiAppa
artists whose work can be
found in the Made in Appalachia Gallery.
“I make my own glass
beads and incorporate them
into
jewelry,”
Newman
said. Newman describes the

atmosphere at Heritage Station as a “very welcoming,
beautiful historic building
with a great history and a
great place to shop local for
gifts and self.”
“People should visit the
shops at Heritage Station
to support the local businesses and artists and keep
money within our community,” Newman said.
“(People should also visit) to
show support for the arts so
that we can raise the awareness of the creative people
we have in our area and be
able to expand the artistic endeavor within our
community.”
James S. O’Brian is another of the many artists
whose work can be found
at the Made in Appalachia
Gallery. O’Brian is a selftaught woodworker.
“I like to think of my
woodworking as an art,”
O’Brian said. “Each of my
pieces are ‘one of a kind’
and range from decorative
moldings to furniture to

small decorative or functional pieces.”
O’Brian said he enjoys
creating his pieces from
trees that have either been
damaged by the elements
or have fallen due to age
and other causes.
“I also spend time
reclaiming wood from bygone eras,” O’Brian said.
“I have recently built furniture from reclaimed wood
from a civil war era freestanding kitchen that has
been torn down. During
this time in American History, kitchens were built
separately from the home
to avoid complete destruction of the home in case of
fire.”
O’Brian said one design
he is passionate about making is his “Helping Hand
Praising Hand” crosses.
“These all have one hand
of the cross which tilts
down (helping hand) and
one which tilts up (praising hand),” O’Brian said.
“Each piece is individually
designed having various
finishes and a variety of
heights and depths. Another series of crosses
will be coming in the near
future.”
“The atmosphere at Heritage Station is nostalgic.”
O’Brian said. “It represents both the old and the
new Huntington. Heritage
Station is rich in history
representing the Collis
P Huntington Railroad,

which I have a strong connection to as I have worked
as a conductor for over 30
years.”
“The shops at Heritage
Station offer venues from
functional, to ornamental,
to stylish jewelry,” O’Brian
said. “One can find gifts,
home decor, fashionable
clothing and jewelry, fine
art, photography, baked
goods or gardening supplies. In this one nostalgic
area of Huntington, the
buyer can find many of the
items and enjoy the atmosphere at the same time.
Come join us and see what
you’re missing.”
The Common Ground
Shoppes, owned by Kristi
Ruggles and Laurie Fields,
offers a variety of products. Some of the products
in this shop include jewelry, oil paints, garden
goods and stained glass.
Laurie Fields turns flea
market items and vintage
jewelry into unique items
like earrings and pushpins.
Ruggles said people should
come to Heritage Station
to support local businesses
owned by local people.
Jameson Cigar Co., owned
by Brad Mayo, is a wholesale
shop that offers handcrafted
cigars.
“We’re glad to be a part
of Heritage Station,” Mayo
said.
The cigar store has been
at Heritage Station approximately five months.

The Watercolor Dreams
Gallery displays artwork
from artists Bruce and Lil
Bowersock. Their paintings
and drawings are done in a
variety of styles. People can
find acrylics, charcoal, figure drawings and of course
— watercolors. The Bowersocks have been a part of
Heritage Station since June
2011.
“I love the old architecture
at Heritage Station,” Bowersock said.
People have the opportunity to learn how to create the
many types of art make by
the Bowersocks in the one of
many classes they offer.
Esscential’s Gift Shoppe,
owned
by
Diann
and
Robert Wiseman, offers
handcrafted jewelry made
from Swarovski crystals
and sterling silver and handpoured soy candles.
Other shops that can be
found at Heritage Station include: All About You Hair and
Nail Studio and Morrison’s
Photography Studio.
The Red Caboose is owned
and operated by the CabellHuntington Convention and
Visitors Bureau. This shop
offers handcrafted products
by the regions artist. Also located in the Red Caboose is
the River and Rail Bakery.
The bakery offers a variety
of breads, pastries, croissants and coffees.
Brittini Brooks can be
contacted at brooks73@
marshall.edu.
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Kari Newman creates and sells glass beads at Made in Appalachia, located at Heritage Station. MiAppa is
a group that promotes West Virginia artisans in hopes of business growth.

Kutcher disables Twitter after Paterno tweet
BY ASHLEY SMALLS AND
KENDRA LIED

DAILY COLLEGIAN, PENN STATE
U. VIA UWIRE
Actor Ashton Kutcher released Wednesday that he
would take a leave of absence from Twitter due to
a tweet he sent about Penn
State firing head football
coach Joe Paterno.
Kutcher tweeted, “[sic]
How do you fire Jo Pa? #insult #noclass as a hawkeye
fan I find it in poor taste.”
He was immediately bombarded with tweets from
Twitter users who were
upset over his supposed support for the coach.
Kutcher later recanted,
claiming he had no idea
about the events surrounding Paterno and his firing.
“As of immediately, I will
stop tweeting until I find a
way to properly manage this

feed. I feel awful about this
error. Won’t happen again,”
Kutcher tweeted.
He later linked a blog post
to his tweet that explained he
would turn the management
of his Twitter to his team at
Katalyst Media as an added
precaution so that the situation will not happen again.
Students were aware of
Kutcher’s comment and
were disappointed in him for
commenting without knowing the proper information.
“It was a very premature
tweet, and then he retracted
it and then switched his opinion, saying he didn’t have the
facts. I think he still doesn’t
have the facts,” Laurel Paul
(junior-biochemistry) said.
“Most people across the
country don’t have all the
facts because they’re relying on social media for
information.”
Jennifer Zering didn’t see

the tweet but expressed a
similar sentiment.
“It’s frustrating. I wish
people
would
educate
themselves before making
comments,”
Zering
(senior-psychology) said. “It
is making our institution
have a bad reputation, talking before having the facts.”
Kutcher has more than
eight
million
followers,
many of whom know he is an
advocate in the fight against
child sexual exploitation,
which added to the confusion about his tweet.
He later clarified his
stance on the matter at hand
by tweeting and restating in
his blog, “As an advocate in
the fight against child sexual
exploitation, I could not be
more remorseful for all involved in the Penn St. case.”
But Kutcher isn’t the only
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